Huron Creek Road Crossing Survey
Prepared by: Steven A McManus
Watershed Summary - 

The Huron Creek watershed consists of roughly three square miles in and around the City of Houghton, and Portage Township in Michigan's Upper Peninsula.  The watershed is predominately forested land, with some wetlands, and areas of commercial and residential development.  Certain stretches of the creek are in very close proximity to commercial and residential development along M-26.

A road crossing survey was conducted because the Michigan DEQ requires a road crossing survey for any watershed that wishes to use funds provided through a DEQ grant.  The state then compiles the data into a statewide database that provides consistent background information for rivers.  The database is used as a quick screening tool to identify problematic sites and determine potential locations for biological surveys.

The survey was a visual assessment conducted using a "Watershed Survey Data Sheet" and the guidelines put forth by the Michigan DEQ.  Data collected to evaluate the crossings included type of streambed (grain size distribution) and the presence or abundance of aquatic plants, algae, turbidity, foam, oil, trash and bacterial sheen/slime.  Other information recorded included width of riparian vegetation, important stream habitat, percentage of stream shading, adjacent land uses and potential sources of pollution.
There were eight road crossings along the stream which were generally in good shape.  The most common problems noted were excessive turbidity, the presence of trash and lack of aquatic vegetation.


The individual crossing details and data survey sheets are included in this document, as well as a map to identify the location of each individual crossing.
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Individual Road Crossing Details
Road Crossing #1 (Green Acres Rd) – This site was generally in good shape, except for small amounts of trash and foam on the downstream side.
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Road Crossing #2 (Service Rd behind Wal-Mart) – The crossing at this location was generally in very good condition, except for the erosion and silt fencing failures downstream. [image: image5.emf]
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Road Crossing #3 – The large barren lot just upstream of this crossing shows massive signs of erosion and silt fencing failures.  Underground pipes have been exposed and damaged due to the quantity of erosion.  
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Road Crossing #4 (Sharon Ave) – The water at this crossing was very turbid and the substrate was covered in an orange film.  The turbidity may be due to construction of the leachate collection system immediately upstream.  Large amounts of erosion were evident on the upstream side of the road, and inside the culvert water was flowing into the stream from a crack.
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Road Crossing #5 (Foot Clinic Private Rd) – The water at this crossing was turbid and some orange coating on the substrate was visible here.  Some erosion was evident on the crossing embankment.
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Road Crossing #6 (M-26) – The culverts at this crossing are not properly aligned and the western culvert carries the majority of the flow.  Erosion was evident on the upstream road approaches and crossing embankment and there was some turbidity.
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Road Crossing #7 (Canal Rd) – The conditions at this site were generally good.  Some trash was noted and the water appeared turbid.
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Road Crossing #8 (RV Park Access Rd) – This stream crossing showed signs of recent 
excavation immediately upstream, though the purpose of the earthwork is unclear, 
the water was very turbid as a result.  Erosion was evident along the crossing 
embankment.
[image: image23.emf]
[image: image24.emf]
[image: image25.emf]
Appendices

Road Crossing Slideshow
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Road Crossing Pictures
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Raw Data Sheets
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Crossing Location Map
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