


Greetings from Houghton, Michigan. 

On a blustery Thursday evening in early March 2020, the museum opened 

a new exhibit—Petticoat Patriots: How Michigan Women Won the Vote, 

on loan from Michigan Women Forward. Despite swirling snow and wind 

—also known as spring in the Copper Country—we had a lively and well-

attended opening reception. But just one week later we had to close the 

museum and postpone all upcoming programs. Although we don’t know 

how long it will be before we can open again, it will certainly be after 

we’ve had to return the Petticoat Patriots exhibit. 

We want to share this exhibit despite our necessary closure and so 

created this virtual tour of the exhibit as it is hung in the museum (hence 

the somewhat crooked-looking panels) including the objects on display.

Please enjoy this virtual exhibit from the safety and comfort of your home. 

If you wish to view the video, which includes photos, music, and readings 

from the March 5 reception, you may find a link on our website, 

CarnegieKeweenaw.org, or on our YouTube channel, Carnegie Museum of 

the Keweenaw. 

Stay home. Stay Safe. 

Carnegie Museum, April 16, 2020



PETTICOAT PATRIOTS:

How Michigan Women 
Won the Vote

This showing of the Petticoat Patriots exhibit, on loan from Michigan Women Forward, 

was made possible by the League of Women Voters of the Copper Country.







































The Daily Mining Gazette tracked local and national events. 



The Daily Mining Gazette, 12 September 1912, p.5

The Daily Mining Gazette, 14 September 1912, p.6



The Daily Mining Gazette, 14 September 1912, p.2

Local suffragists speak at Amphidrome: 
Judge O’Brien, Cora Jeffers, Fred Jeffers



The Daily Mining Gazette, 5 November 1912, p.5

Opposition!



Surrounded by Michigan suffragists, Governor Albert E. Sleeper signed 

women’s suffrage into law on May 8, 1917.

Paragraph from address by Governor Albert E. Sleeper:





League of Women Voters

In her address to the National American 

Woman Suffrage Association's (NAWSA) 50th 

convention in St. Louis, Missouri, President 

Carrie Chapman Catt proposed the creation of 

a "league of women voters to finish the fight 

and aid in the reconstruction of the nation."  

Women Voters was formed within the 

NAWSA, composed of the organizations in the 

states where suffrage had already been 

attained.

The next year, on February 14, 1920—six 

months before the 19th amendment to the 

Constitution was ratified—the League was 

formally organized in Chicago as the national 

League of Women Voters. From the very 

beginning it was apparent that the legislative 

goals of the League were not exclusively 

focused on women's issues and that citizen 

education aimed at all of the electorate was in 

order.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan 

political organization encouraging informed and 

active participation in government. It influences 

public policy through education and advocacy. 

We never support or oppose any political party 

or candidate. 

League of Women Voters of the Copper Country

In January 1960, after a year of work achieving provisional status, the Hancock-

Houghton League of Women Voters became an official local League with 65 members. 

The first president was Vera Fryxell. The name was changed to League of Women 

Voters of the Copper Country in 1968. 

Excerpted from www.lwvccmi.org/history.html



Votes for Women Jigsaw Puzzle

On loan from Mary Marchaterre



Women’s suffrage distinguishes itself through color
Excerpted from: https://recollections.biz/blog/colors-womens-suffrage/

When the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) in England was looking for 

a color scheme to distinguish their political movement, they chose purple, white, 

and green. Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, editor of Votes for Women, a weekly 

newspaper, explained “Purple, as everyone knows is the royal colour, it stands for 

the royal blood that flows in the veins of every suffragette, the instinct of 

freedom and dignity … white stands for purity in private and public life … green is 

the colour of hope and the emblem of spring.” (The Colours of the Suffragettes)

In the United States, gold replaced green as a color representative of the women’s 

suffrage movement. The use of gold goes back to 1867 when Kansas was 

considering passage of a state suffrage referendum. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 

Susan B. Anthony adopted the Kansas state flower, the sunflower, as a symbol of 

the suffrage cause. Soon, gold pins, ribbons, and sashes, as well as yellow roses 

became symbols of the cause.

The Suffragist, Vol. 1 No. 4, published on December 6, 1913, describes the 

symbolism of the colors. “Purple is the color of loyalty, constancy to purpose, 

unswerving steadfastness to a cause. White, the emblem of purity, symbolizes 

the quality of our purpose; and gold, the color of light and life, is as the torch that 

guides our purpose, pure and unswerving.” Simplified, the tri-colors signified 

loyalty, purity, and life. (La Croix)

“The largest group, NAWSA (National American Woman Suffrage Association), 

had no official colors, but gold was the most commonly used and later, once 

parades were utilized, white. The tricolor was used exclusively in this country by 

the Congressional Union/National Woman’s Party. White and gold are the only 

two colors which were historically employed by the whole of the suffrage 

movement, militant and mainstream.” (Zahniser)        





Sign “Let Women Vote” sign by National Women Suffrage Association 1919

Printed posterboard, black wood frame On loan from Gretchen Hein

Pewter Figurine
Woman holding “Equal Votes” 

sign. Signed Ricker, Second 

half 20th century

On loan from Mary Marchaterre

Sterling Silver Watch
“VOTE FOR WOMEN” as 

numbers on dial, yellow flower 

in center. Age/maker unknown

On loan from Mary Marchaterre

Porcelain Figurine
Woman holding “Votes for 

Women” sign. Royal Doulton 

H.N. 2816, Circa 1978 – 1981

On loan from Mary Marchaterre



The Woman's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote by Elaine Weiss

Mr. President, How Long Must We Wait? Alice Paul, Woodrow Wilson and The 

Fight for the Right to Vote by Tina Cassidy, 2019

Roses and Radicals: The Epic Story of How American Women Won the Right to 

Vote, Susan Zimet and Todd Hasak-Lowy, (young readers book), 2018. This book tells the story 

of the difficult 72-year fight for women's suffrage rights and includes hard looks at the impact of 

racism, classism and other cultural challenges to the fight and among the fighters.

The Women of the Copper Country, by Mary Doria Russell, a novel based on Annie 

Clemenc—"the courageous woman who started a rebellion by leading a strike against the largest 

copper mining company in the world” (from the publisher’s site). Russell visited Houghton 7-8 

October 2019.

Suffragists in Washington, D. C.—The 1913 Parade and the Fight for the Vote by 

Rebecca Boggs Roberts. Recommended by Jean Ellis.

Votes for Women! American Suffragists and the Battle for the Ballot, by Winifred 

Conkling (young adult readers). Delves into the backstories of many of the suffragists, beginning 

with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, the leaders who called the first Women's Rights 

Convention in the US. Lucrecia Mott is quoted in this book with this comment on marriage roles: 

She "believed that 'independence of the husband and wife is equal, their dependence mutual, and 

their obligations reciprocal.'"

The Grimké Sisters from South Carolina: Pioneers for Women's Rights and 

Abolition, by Gerda Lerner, second edition, University of North Carolina Press, 2004. Have you 

heard of Sarah and Angelina Grimké? They were wealthy plantation-bred South Carolina ladies 

who abhorred slavery and fought for civil rights for women and black people in America. This 

biography by Gerda Lerner is fantastic! It shows the status of women and black Americans in the 

early 1800s and makes clear what women and black enslaved and free Americans were up 

against. Very very well written. The first edition came out in 1967 and Gera Lerner was one of the 

founders of the academic field of women's history.

Books on the suffrage fight and related fights for gender equality and 

voting rights in general



Iron Jawed Angels (film, 2004) (https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0338139/) Tells the story 

of Alice Paul and Lucy Burns who led the change in focus of the suffrage cause towards a 

Constitutional amendment. The path led to a schism in the organization, arrests, hunger 

strikes, and beatings. Stars Hilary Swank as Paul, Frances O'Connor as Burns, and 

Anjelica Huston as Carrie Chapman Catt, leader of the NAWSA which stuck to a "state by 

state" strategy.

Suffragette (film, 2015) British film about the fight for women's voting rights in the UK. 

The British fight inspired US suffragists Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott (they 

first met in England), the organizers of the first US Women's Rights Convention (Seneca 

Falls, 1848), and Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, the forces behind the final decade of the 

fight for the19th Amendment. Paul and Burns also met in England and brought back to 

the US tactics learned from the British movement including taking confrontational stands 

and conducting hunger strikes while under arrest.

Divine Order (film, 2017) About the Swiss women getting voting rights in 1971 (not a 

typo!) (http://pages.mtu.edu/~fmorriso/filmlover/ 20180725.html) 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Divine_Order)

Maiden (film, 2018) A documentary film by Alex Holmes about Skipper Tracy Edwards 

and the crew of the racing sailing vessel Maiden as they compete as the first all-woman 

crew in the 1989–1990 Whitbread Round the World Race. The film tells the story of the 

obstacles Edwards faced to participate as a crewmember in the Whitbread race, which led 

her to mortgage her home and put all her assets and energy into entering her own vessel 

in the race, upping the ante to race with an all female crew. Was shown in the 41 North 

Film Festival in Houghton; available on DVD.

Women's Suffrage (podcast), Florida Department of Education. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

and Susan B. Anthony in their own words.

Films and podcasts on the suffrage fight and related fights for gender 

equality and voting rights in general



“Petticoat Patriots: 
How Michigan Women Won the Vote” 

Virtual Version 

by Carnegie Museum of the Keweenaw
Houghton, Michigan

April 16, 2020

THANK YOU!
League of Women Voters of the Copper Country and especially

Barry Elizabeth Fink • Elizabeth Benyi • Kristine Bradof

Donna Cole • Mary Marchaterre • Faith Morrison

for sponsoring exhibit

MI Women Forward 

for their exhibit 

Petticoat Patriots: How Michigan Women Won the Vote 

and granting enthusiastic permission to share via virtual exhibit

Mary Marchaterre and Gretchen Hein 

for loaning objects for display


